
NCPDP Dataset: The Gold Standard for 
Independent Pharmacy Research 
Public policy debates should be informed by the most reliable and credible data. The National Council for 

Prescription Drug Programs (NCPDP) is a trusted source for data on pharmacies and conforms to research best 
practices with its transparent methodology and clear communication. PCMA has long relied on this dataset in its 
independent pharmacy research, ensuring that all reports – including counts of independent pharmacies – are 

reliable and credible. In contrast, the pharmacy dataset created by the National Community Pharmacists Association 
(NCPA) lacks the same level of transparency and methodological rigor. 

1. Hatemi 2021
2. Quest Analytics analysis of National Council for Prescription Drug Programs data

*Pharmacy count methodology for the NCPDP data refers to the cleaning and counting process undertaken at the direction of PCMA. For a description of the process see Hatemi 2020 or Hatemi 2021.
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Comparison of Annual Counts of the Number of Independent Pharmacies in the U.S. Using NCPDP 
and NCPA Datasets: NCPDP Data Show No Overall Decline in Independent Pharmacies.

NCPDP reported 23,061 independent pharmacies in 
2019 compared to 20,937 reported by NCPA, a 
difference of 2,124 pharmacies, or nearly 10%.

NCPDP reports strong growth for independent 
pharmacies between 2011 and 2019, an increase of 
more than 2,300 (roughly 11%).

From January 2020 to January 2021, NCPDP reported 
449 more independent pharmacies. 2

Data are Publicly Available
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Definition of “Independent 
Pharmacy” is Clearly Communicated  

Data Collection Process Operates 
under Clear Rules and Guidelines

Methodology Used to Create 
Pharmacy Counts is Transparent*

Organization Stands Behind 
Accuracy of Dataset
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“Transparency, full disclosure and eventual consensus on definitions are critical for 
knowledge. . . NCPDP is leading the way in transparency. . . Lack of transparency hinders 

good science and the ability to make good policy.” 1


